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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claim 5 1 without prejudice or disclaimer of subject matter 
and amend the claims as shown below. The claims, as pending in the subject ^pUcation, 
read as follows: 

L (Currently Amended) An information processing eq^paratus capable o f 
activating that activates an application for displaying on a display screen information of a 
peripheral device on that communicates with the information processing aunaratus via a 
communication link, comprising: 

storage means for storing information of the peripheral device on rtiat 
communicates via the communication link in a resident memory; 

obtaining means for obtaining status information or alert information of the 
peripheral device througji the communication link when the appUcati o n is activated in 
response to an instruction to invoke the apphcation: 

first display control means for displaying on the display screen the 
inforniation of the peripheral device on that communicates via the communication link 
according to the information previously stored in the storage means prior to inv oking the 
application in response to the instruction to invoke the application and before the obtaining 
means completes obtaining the status information or the alert information of the peripheral 
device from the peripheral device via the communication link; and 

second display control means for updating a content of the information 
displayed by the first display control means according to the status information or the alert 
information of the peripheral device obtained by the obtaining means in response to 
completion of a process for obtaining at least one of the status information and the alert 
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information of the peripheral device ftom the peripheral device via the communication 
link. 

2. (Previously Presented) An information processing apparatus accordmg 
to Claim 1, wherein the obtaining means obtains the status information or the alert 
information of the peripheral device fix>ni a storage device in the peripheral device. 

3- (Previously Presented) An information processing apparatus according 
to Claim 1, wherein the peripheral device is one of a printer, a scann^, and a facsimile 
TTiachine. 

4, (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 



6- (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus according to 
Claim 1, further comprising changing means for updating the information of the peripheral 
device xyrt that communicates via the communication link stored in the resident memory, 
according to the information obtained by the obtaining means. 

7. (Previously Presented) An information processing apparatus according 
to Claim 1, wherein the second display control means displays a progress of obtaining the 
status information or the alert information by the obtaining means, on the display screen. 
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8. (Original) An infonxialion processing apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein the second display control means displays status information of a device for which 
the status information has been changed from a time when the application is first activated, 
in a predetermined display form. 

9. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein the ohtaming means sequentially obtains status information of each of a 
plurality of devices on that communicates via the communication link in an order based on 
a predetermined condition. 

10. (Original) An information processing apparatus according to Claim 9, 
further comprising registration means for specifying the predetermined condition 
externally, 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus according 
to Claim 1, farther comprising determination means for determining whether the 
information of the peripheral device tm that communicates via, the communication link 
stored in the storage means is dynamic information^ which is changed as time passes^ 

wherein the first display control means displays the information of the 
peripheral device on that conununicates via the communication link on the display screen 
according to infonnation which is determined not to be dynamic information by the 
delemiination means. 
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12. (Curraitly Amended) An inforaiation processing apparatus accordiiig 
to Claim 11, wherein the second display control means updates the content of the 
information displayed by the first display control means according to dynamic information 
of the peripheral device on that communicates via the communication link obtained by the 
obtaining means. 

13. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus according 
to Claim 12, wherein the second display control means changes a form of a symbol of the 
information of the peripheral device displayed by the first display control means according 
to the dynamic information of the peripheral device on that commu nicates via the 
communication link obtained by the obtaining means. 

14. (Previously Presented) An information processing ^paratus according 
to Claim 13, wherein the dynamic information includes information related to a state of 
expendables for the peripheral device. 

15. (Previously Presented) An information processing apparatus according 
to Claim 1 3, wherein the dynamic information includes information related to whether an 
error has occurred in the peripheral device. 

16. (Previously Presented) An infoimation processing apparatus according 
to Claim 1 3, wherein the dynamic information includes information related to whether the 
peripheral device is in use. 
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17. (Currently Amended) An infonnation processing method for 
infonnation processing apparatus for displaying on a display screen infoimalion of a 
peripheral device on that communicates with the infor mation pr ocessing app aratus via a 
communication link when an application is activated, comprising the steps of: 

a reading step of reading information of the peripheral device on that 
communicates via the communication link from a resident memory; 

an obtaining step of obtaining status infonnation or alert infonnation of the 
peripheral device through the communication hnk when the applica t ion is activa t ed is 
response to an instruction to invok e the application: 

a first display control step of displaying on the display screen the 
information of the peripheral device oit that communicates via the communication link 
according to the information read from the resident memory prior to invoking the 
application in response to the instruction to invoke the application and before the obtaining 
step completes obtaining the status information or the alert information of the peripheral 
device from the peripheral device via the communication link; and 

a second display control step of updating a content of the information 
displayed in the first display control stqj, according to the status information or the alert 
information of the peripheral device obtained in the obtaining st^ in response to 
completion of a process for obtaining at least one of the status information and the alert 
information of the peripheral device from the peripheral device via the communication 
link. 
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1 8. (Previously Presented) An information processing method according to 
Claim 17, wherein ±e obtaining step obtains the status information or the alert inforaiation 
of the peripheral device from a storage device in the peripheral device. 

J9» (Previously Presented) An information processing method according to 
Claim 1 7j wherein the peripheral device is one of a printer, a scanner, and a facsimile 
machine. 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Currently Amended) An infomiation processing method according to 
Claim 17, further comprising a changing $lep for updating the information of the peripheral 
device cm that communicates via the communication link stored in the resident memory 
according to the information obtained in the obtaining step. 

23. (Original) An infortaation processing method according to Claim 17, 
wherein a progress of obtaining infotmation in the obtaining step is displayed on the 
display screen in the second display control step. 

24. (Original) An information processing method according to Claim 1 7, 
wherein status information of a device for w^ch the status information has been changed 
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from a time when the application is first activated is displayed in a predetermined display 
form in the second display control step. 

25. (Previously Presented) An infoimati on processing method according to 
Claim 17, wherein status information of each of a plurality of devices on the 
communication link is sequentially obtained in an order ba$ed on a predetermined 
condition in the obtaining step. 

26. (Original) An information processing method according to Claim 25, 
further comprising a registration step of specifying the predetermined condition externally. 

27. (Currently Amended) An information processing method according to 
Claim 17, ftirther comprising a determination step of determining whether the information 
of the peripheral device on that communicates via the commimication link stored in the 
resident memory is dynamic information, which is changed a$ time passes, 

wherein the information of the peripheral device on that comm nnir.flteR via 
the communication link is displayed on the display screm in the first display control step 
according to information which is determined not to be dynamic information in the 
determination step. 

28. (Currently Amended) An information processing method according to 
Claim 27, wherein the content of the information displayed by the first display control step 
is updated in the s€wnd display control step according to dynamic information of the 
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peripheral device on that communicates via the communication link obtained in the 
obtaining step. 

29. (Currently Amended) An information processing method according to 
Claim 28, wherein a form of a symbol of the information of the device displayed in the first 
display control step is changed in the second display control step according to the dynamic 
information of the peripheral device t«i that communicates via the communication link 
obtained in the obtaining step, 

30, (Previously Presented) An information processing method according to 
Claim 28, wherein the dynamic information includes information related to a state of 
expendables for the peripheral device. 



31 . (Previously Presented) An information processing method according to 
Claim 28, wherein the dynamic information includes information related to whether an 
error has occurred in the peripheral device. 



32. (Previously Presented) An information processing method according to 
Claim 28^ wherein the dynamic information includes information related to wheth^ the 
peripheral, device is in use. 



33. (Currently amended) A computer readable program stored on a 
computer readable memory medium^ the program comprising computer executable code 
for an information processing apparatus for displaying on a display screen information of a 
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peripheral device m that communicates with the infonnation processing apparatus via a 
communication link when ap arpphcation is activated, the program comprising the steps of: 

a reading step of reading information of the peripheral device on that 
f^nmrrmni cates via the conimunication link from a resident memory; 

an obtaining step of obtaining status information or alert information of the 
peripheral device through the communication link wh e n the application is activated in 
response to an instruction to invoke the application: 

a first display control step of displaying on the display screen information of 
the peripheral device on that communicates via the commimication link according to the 
information read fix)m the rtjsident memory prior to invoking the appUcation in response to 
the instruction to invoke the application and before the obtaining step completes obtaining 
the status information or the alert information of the peripheral device from the peripheral 
device via the communication link; and 

a second display control step of updating a content of the information 
displayed in the first display control step according to the status information or the alert 
information of the peripheral device obtained in the obtaining step in response to 
completion of a process for obtaining at least one of the status information and the alert 
information of the peripheral device from the peripheral device via the communication 
link. 

34. to 39. (Canceled) 

40. (Original) A computer program according to Claim 33, wherein status 
information of a device for which the status information has been changed fr^om a time 
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when the application is first activated is displayed in a predetermined display form in the 
second display control step. 

41. (Previously Presented) A computer program according to Claim 33, 
wherein status information of each of a plurality of devices on the communication link is 
sequentially obtained in an order based on a predetermined condition in the obtaining step. 

42. (Original) A computer program according to Claim 41, further 
comprising a regisliation step of specifying the predetermined condition externally. 

43. (Currently Amended) A computer program according to Claim 33, 
further comprising a determination step of determining whether the information of the 
peripheral device on that communicates via the communication link stored in the resident 
memory is dynamic information, which is changed as time passes, 

wherein the information of the peripheral device cm that communicates via 
the communication linV is displayed on the display screen in the first display control step 
according to irLformation which is determined not to be dynamic information in the 
determination step. 

44. (Currently Amended) A computer program according to Claim 43, 
wherein the content of the information displayed by the first display control step is updated 
in the second display control step according to dynamic information of the peripheral 
device xyn that communicates via the communication link obtained in the obtaining stq>. 
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45. (Currently Amended) A coxnputcr program according to Claim 44, 
wherein a form of a symbol of the information of the device displayed in the first display 
control step is changed in the second display control step according to the dynamic 
information of the peripheral device on that communicates via the communication 

link obtained in the obtaining step, 

46. (Previously Presented) A computer program according to Claim 44, 
wherein the dynamic information includes information related to a state of expendables for 
the peripheral device. 

47. (Previously Presented) A computer program according to Claim 44, 
wherein the dynamic information includes information related to whether an error has 
occurred in the peripheral device, 

48. (Previously Presented) A computer program according to Claim 44, 
wherein the dynamic information includes information related to whether the peripheral 
device is in use, 

49. (Canceled) 

50. (Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus ca p abl e of 
ac t iva tin g that activates an appUcation for displaying on a display screen information of a 
peripheral device on t^Viat r Amm unicates with the infoimation processing apparatus via a 
communication link, comprising: 
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a storage unit that stores information of the peripheral device on that 
communicates via the communication link in a resident memory; 

an obtaining unit that obtains status information or alert information of the 
peripheral device through the communication link when tlic applicatio ti is activa t ed in 
response to an instruction to invoke the application : 

a first display control unit Hiat displays on the display screen information of 
the peripheral device tnt that communicates via the communication link according to the 
information pr eviou sly stored in the storage unit prior to invoking the ap plication in 
response to the instruction to invoke the application and before the obtaining unit obtains 
the status information or the alert information of the peripheral device firom the peripheral 
device via the communication link; and 

a second display control unit that updates a content of the information 
displayed by the first display control unit according to the status information or the alert 
information of the peripteral device obtained by the obtaining unit in response to 
completion of a process for obtaining at least one of the status information and the alert 
information of the peripheral device fi^m the peripheral device via the cormnunication link 

51. (Canceled) 
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